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tray on which the chalice and paten stand during the Mass.
I asked if any Coptic altars were made of wood. He shook
his finger violently and said no, such a thing was against the
rules of his Church, but the vessels must always stand on a
wooden tray. This is a reversal of Western practice. In the
Latin Church the Eucharistic vessels must always rest on
stone, and the stone slab is the only part of the altar which is
consecrated.

I noticed a little cavity in the altar, which I thought might
at one time have been a reliquary. He told me that on Good
Friday a cross is always buried in this cavity on a bed of
rose leaves, and taken out on Easter moi ning.

He allowed me to examine the painted wooden box which
was standing on the altar. This is also a feature of all Coptic
churches and is not used for the reservation of the Sacrament,
a practice which was discontinued in the Coptic Church cen-
turies ago; it is for the reception of the chalice during Mass.
There is a semi-circular opening in the top of the box with
which the rim of the chalice is level when it is standing inside,
and it is placed inside the box during the consecration.

Seeing that I was interested, the priest went into a sacristry
and came back with the vessels used in the Mass. These were
z. silver chalice, a round paten, a dome, and a spoon. The
dome was two hoops of silver crossed at right angles. It is
placed over the bread on the paten, and on top of it is cast a
veil or corporal. The spoon is used for giving the sacrament,
for it is the custom to place the eucharistic bread in the wine
and to give each communicant both kinds together.

There was also a round fan which is used during Mass to
wave away flies from the sacred elements. I believe the only
survival of the fan to be seen in the ritual of the West is when
the Pope enters St. Peter's in state, with men walking on each
side of the papal litter holding magnificent fans of peacocks'
feathers, mounted on handles about six feet in length. I
asked him if fans were used in all the Coptic churches, and
he said they were.

The eucharistic bread of the Coptic Church must always be
freshly baked on church premises on the morning of the
Mass, and it is generally made by the sacristan of the church.
Every church has its own little bake-house where the bread,